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CONTEXT AND MISSION (1)



CONTEXT AND MISSION (2)



CONTEXT AND MISSION (3)

■ Illegal special registration of Sinti and Roma by the Berlin police;

■ Blockades of entire buildings legitimised by antigypsyism in the context of COVID;

■ Plans to dismantle the monument to the Sinti and Roma of Europe murdered in the National 
Socialist era due to the construction of a suburban railway line;

■ Deportations of Roma in existential distress who have been living in Germany for decades;

■ The handcuffing and detention of an eleven-year-old child and other cases of excessive 
police violence;

■ Statements of prominent persons from the entertainment industry who, in an ignorant, 
hurtful and contemptuous manner, made their insistence on the racist foreign designation in 
front of an audience of millions on several occasions;

■ The right-wing extremist attack in Hanau on 19 February 2020, three members of the Sinti 
and Roma communities among the nine victims.



MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION
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Technical University of Berlin
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for Antigypsyism, Department of History, 
University of Heidelberg

■ Jana Mechelhoff-Herezi, M.A., Research 
Assistant, Foundation Memorial to the 
Murdered Jews of Europe

■ Prof. Dr. Elizabeta Jonuz, Professor of Social 
Work, Migration and International Affairs, 
Hanover University of Applied Sciences

■ Silas Kropf, M.A., Organisational consultant 
and advisor for education and civil society 
engagement

■ Prof. Dr. Astrid Messerschmidt, Professor of 
Educational Science, University of 
Wuppertal

■ Dr. Frank Reuter, Scientific Director, 
Research Centre on Antigypsyism, 
Department of History, University of 
Heidelberg

■ Prof. Dr. Wolfram Stender, Professor of 
Sociology, Hanover University of Applied 
Sciences

■ Dr. Jane Weiß, Research Assistant, 
Humboldt University of Berlin



CONTRACTED EXPERTISES AND STUDIES
■ Antigypsyism in football and in football fan 

cultures
■ Antigypsyism and memorials
■ On the handling of Nazi crimes committed

against the Roma minority by the German 
judiciary after 1945. The collective
proceedings on the "Gypsy Complex" (1958-
1970)

■ Study on experiences of racism by Sinti and 
Roma in Germany

■ Study on the empowerment of Sinti and Roma
■ (Dis-)continuities of antigypsyistic profiling in 

connection with the fight against "travelling
perpetrators"

■ Mechanisms of institutional antigypsyism: 
Municipal practices and EU internal migration
in the Example of a large Western-German city

■ Mortal police violence against Sinti and Roma 
from 1945 to 1980

■ Analysis of the spread of antigypsyistic
messages on Facebook

■ Analysis of research findings on antigypsyistic
attitudes in the German population

■ Antigypsyism as a reason for persecution
under asylum law in the practice of the 
Federal Office for Migration and Refugees and 
the jurisprudence of German courts

■ Textbooks and Antigypsyism: On the 
representation of Sinti and Roma in current
German curricula and textbooks

■ Discursivisation of 'Sinti and Roma' and 
Antigypsyism' in Bundestag debates from 
2010-2019

■ Roma as test persons in genetic studies
■ Case studies on Antigypsyism in Europe: 

Dealing with Roma from Kosovo and 
antigypsyistic practices in the context of the 
Covid-19 pandemic



THE REPORT

https://www.bmi.bund.de/DE/themen/heimat-integration/gesellschaftlicher-
zusammenhalt/unabhaengige-kommission-antiziganismus/unabhaengige-kommission-antiziganismus-
node.html

https://www.bmi.bund.de/DE/themen/heimat-integration/gesellschaftlicher-zusammenhalt/unabhaengige-kommission-antiziganismus/unabhaengige-kommission-antiziganismus-node.html


THE REPORT AT A GLANCE
§ Historical prerequisites

§ Legacies of the Nazi genocide

§ Civil rights movements after 1945

§ Forms of manifestation and media 
traditions of antigypsyism

§ Antigypsyism in everyday culture

§ Experiences of racism

§ Institutional antigypsyism

§ Antigypsyism in the context of asylum
and the right to stay

§ Deficits in police and judicial handling
of antigypsyistic-motivated crimes

§ Antigypsyistic attitudes in the German 
population

§ Antigypsyism in academia

§ Antigypsyism in political parties

§ The EU strategic framework

§ Activities and programmes of the 
federal states and at the federal level 
against antigypsyism

§ Approaches to extracurricular historical-
political education against antigypsyism

§ Empowerment of Roma and Sinti 
organisations



KEY FINDINGS

1. Antigypsyism is a multi-layered phenomenon of long duration that is structurally
inherent in European modernity.

2. The effects of the failure to recognise the genocide of the Sinti and Roma and to
effectively delegitimise antigypsyism after 1945 can be seen in all areas.

3. The experiences of people affected by antigypsyism are almost invisible in public
discourse and are hardly addressed.



THE CATEGORIES OF RECOMMENDATIONS

■ Overcoming antigypsyism requires a fundamental 
change of perspective in society. It must 
recognise the relevance of antigypsyism and 
critically reflect on and seek to overcome the 
related structural and institutional relations of 
power and violence.

■ A policy of catch-up justice is needed that 
compensates for the injustice committed against 
survivors and their descendants since 1945.

■ There is a need for targeted promotion of 
participation in order to support self-
organisations in the implementation of social 
participation in the long term.



MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Appointment of a Commissioner against Antigypsyism and establishment of an 
independent advisory group

2. Creation of a permanent federal-state commission

3. Comprehensive recognition of the National Socialist genocide of Sinti and Roma

4. Establishment of a commission for coming to terms with the injustice committed
against Sinti and Roma in the Federal Republic of Germany

5. Recognition of Roma refugees as a group particularly worthy of protection

6. Implementation and stabilisation of participation structures


